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Dear Registrant:

On June 13, 2009, a committee of the National Research
Council (NRC) released a report on its independent review of the
available scientific and medical literature which addresses
associations between adverse health effects and historical data
on prenatal children, children, and adult exposures to
contaminated drinking water. The review focused on the
circumstances at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
prior to 1987. The report assesses the strength of evidence
linking exposure to trichioroethylene (TCE), tetrachioroethylene
(PCE), benzene, and other volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in
drinking water to adverse health effects.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the NRC committee’s “Report
In Brief”, which summarizes the findings of the review. For
additional information, to view the full report, or to download a
free copy of the executive summary, please visit the National
Academies website at:

http://www.nationalacademies.org/morenews/20090613.html.

Links to the full report and free downloads of the “Report In
Brief” and executive summary can be found on the Marine Corps
website at www.marines.mil/clwater. If you do not have computer
access you can request a hard copy of the executive summary by
sending a request in writing to:

Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps (LFL)
3000 Marine Corps Pentagon, Room 2D153A

Washington, DC 20350-3000

Also, on April 28, 2009 the Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry (ATSDR) announced that they were removing the
1997 Public Health Assessment (PHA) for Camp Lejeune from their
website. According to ATSDR, the PHA should have both mentioned
benzene contamination and stated the extent of exposure to
benzene was unknown.

ATSDR is currently conducting water modeling as part of an
ongoing study to determine if past exposure to VOC5 from
contaminated drinking water at Camp Lejeune is associated with
certain birth defects and childhood cancers. After the water
modeling for this study is complete, ATSDR will re-analyze and
update the PEA. Persons interested in reading the 1997 PEA may
request a printed copy by contacting the ATSDR Records Center at
(770) 488-0707 or by e-mail at atsdrrecordscenter@cdc.gov.



The Marine Corps is dedicated to taking care of our Marines,
Sailors, civilians and their families. Thank you again for your
service to our Nation. If you have further questions, please
contact our toll-free call center at (877) 261-9782, Monday-
Friday 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. You may also visit our Web site at
www.marines.mil/clwater.

Semper Fidelis,

R. R. RUARK
Brigadier General, USMC

Assistant Deputy Commandant
Installations and Logistics (Facilities)
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